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ñ[Jake is] a modest version of U2, Jessie Lee Montague is the female Bonoéò
-Seth Rogovoy, WAMC Northeast Public Radio

Jake is a dynamic, street-smart New York band that has created its own unique blend 
of modern rock and alternative pop. From growling rock to soulful, sultry tunes that 
stir the imagination, frontwoman Jessie Lee Montagueôs beguiling, feline vocals and 
emotive lyrics pull it all together.  After releasing their debut CD (Hooked) on Atlanticôs 
Blackbird Records, the band has achieved critical acclaim and a steadily growing 
regional following with Bloodblue and Snake Road, which they released on their 
own Desert Dog Records. Jake recently completed their 4th album, Bridge, which is 
scheduled for release on 
May 25, 2004.

Jake signed their first album deal with Atlanticôs Blackbird Records.  Their debut CD, 
Hooked, sold thousands of copies nationwide and is still one of Blackbirdôs largest selling 
releases.  Jakeôs single, Heaven, was also released on the Island Recordsô soundtrack 
for the Oliver Stone production ñGravesend.ò Jakeôs 1999 release, Bloodblue, took 
the band to the next level.  After hearing Bloodblueôs first single, Evil, the Oxygen 
Network chose Jake as a semifinalist in its ñRoxygen on Oxygenò female musical artist 
search and invited the band to perform as part of its 2000 Tank Tour.  Bloodblue was 
chosen best CD at the Fall 1999 Indie Music Forum and landed the band a finalist slot 
in the Sennheiser Evolution Band Contest, an invitation to showcase at NEMO 2000, a 
track on the NEMO 2000 compilation CD and a showcase at the 2000 Atlantis Music 
Conference. 

2001 brought even greater success. With Jakeôs album, Snake Road, they received both 
critical acclaim and a regional following that has blossomed into a movement. They 
sold out the first pressing of the album within a few months.  The first single ñCowboyò 
was placed in the CBS series ñThatôs Lifeò and four additional tracks were placed in 
the upcoming nationally distributed independent film ñLady in the Box.ò The band was 
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nominated for the 2002 Just Plain Folks Music Awards, featured on the cover of Rhythm 
and News Magazine and on Indie-Music.com, and in the December 2001 issue of 
Recording Magazine.  Listeners voted two songs on Snake Road (Cowboy and Already 
Gone) into the Top One Hundred songs of 2001 on 100.1 WDST; and Seth Rogovoy of 
WAMC Northeast Public Radio ranked Jakeôs live show in the Top Ten Best Concerts 
of 2002. 

Jakeôs songs have been placed in feature films and network television series, and Jake 
most recently had several songs from Snake Road featured on ABCôs ñAll My Childrenò 
and ñSoap Net.ò  The Band recently secured national distribution through BCD Music 
Group, and will have their CDôs available in retail stores across the country. They are 
excited about the release of Bridge, which features special guest John Medeski of 
Medeski Martin and Wood on several tracks, and they will be touring extensively in 
support of the album.

*                    *                     *

Contact: Lisa Cohen at Meerkat Music, 212-533-3553 or meerkatmuzik@aol.com
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òThe East Side Of Fascination...a laudable collection that unearths such notable 
newcomers as Jake (fronted by the beguiling Jessie Lee Montague).ó ðBILLBOARD

òPassion Rockó might be a good way to describe the emotion that bleeds from the 
speakers as tracks from Snake Road still the air and soothe the soul like the smell of 
incense.ó ðRHYTHM & NEWS

òJust released on Jakeõs own Desert Dog Records, this CDõs one of the best to come 
out of Woodstock this year...Jake offers catchy, melodious rock thatõs soft enough to 
keep mom from screaming, but hard enough to please any young, modern radio leech.  
And DJõs take note...if this isnõt prime hit material, I donõt know what is.ó ðALMANAC

òLet Snake Road stir your imagination.  Let it fog up your bedroom window.  Let it 
keep you awake at night.  Leave the air conditioning off.ó ðINDIE-MUSIC.COM

ò[Jake is] a modest version of U2, Jessie Lee Montague is the female Bono...ó
 ðSETH ROGOVOY, WAMC NORTHEAST PUBLIC RADIO

òJake [has] substance and the chops to back it up...Jessie Lee Montagueõs interpretation 
and her personal spin on the material [gives] a unique texture almost like a 
combination of Alanis Morrissette and Sheryl Crow.ó ðMUSIC CONNECTION

òOne of Jason Parkerõs new favorites...has done the same to us.  The new CD by Jake 
features beautiful melodies and complex multi-layered production.ó ðFMQB

òJessie Montague is a hip, streetsmart songwriter with a flair for life.  Check it out.ó
ðSONGWRITERõS MONTHLY

òJake hits you straight on.  And with a blazing badge of passion on her sleeve, singer/
songwriter Jessie Lee Montagueõs songs tell a story of the human heart.ó

ðWOODSTOCK TIMES

òMontague has a knack for putting together modern rock tunes that sound instantly 
classic.ó ðKINGSTON DAILY FREEMAN

òOriginal creativity that will set trends, not follow them.  Jake is the real thing!!!  The 
lyrics are superior to a lot of the stuff out there and the music is jumpinõ, jivinõ and in a 
groove all of its own!!!  Rockinõ...beautiful and stimulating!!! ðNITE-LINE

òJakeõs songs run the gamut from folk-flavored poetic to fuzzed-out stormy to full-
out rock nõ roll fury to funky pop confections.  What ties everything together are 
Montagueõs rich, powerful vocals and emotive songwriting.ó ðERIE DAILY TIMES
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New York Magazine, February 14, 2000
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JESSIE LEE MONTAGUE
Name: Jessie Lee Montague 
AKA Jessie Lee AKA Jake

Birthplace: Albuquerque, NM
Preferred Tombstone Epitaph: 

ñYou Shouldôve Burned Meò

On learning to play guitar:

I locked myself in my room for 3 years, leaving only to eat and 
occasionally let my friends know I was still alive.  Iôve taken lessons 
infrequently along the way, hoping always to learn a little theory -- so far
to no avail.

On past musical projects/bands:

The first band I was in, I was a back-up singer. We were called óBoy Elroyô. 
We played classic rock -- badly. Then I formed a duo with an old friend. 
She sang and played percussion, I sang and played guitar. We were called 
óTonic & Ryeô. My songwriting roots began there. Then I started a band 
with boyfriend/bassist, doing some of his songs and some of mine. It was 
an odd fit because he was into Brian Eno and the Cure and I was into Joni 
Mitchell and Joan Armatrading. We  met Jagoda and formed a folk rock trio. 
Bassist/boyfriend quit me and the band. Jagoda and I headed for the Big 
City as some kind of f*cked up dynamic duo...and Jake was born.

On favorite instruments:

My favorite instrument is the bass, but I decided to play guitar for self-
sufficiency.  I like old wooden, scruffy instruments. My favorite guitar is my 
Gibson L-48. Itôs the acoustic version of an ES-150, but I jerry-rigged a 
little Bartolini pick-up onto it. It sounds like a shoe box with a hole in it. 
Sheôs a little temperamental for live gigs, though, so I bought a beautiful 
Chet Atkins acoustic/electric that I can pound away on mercilessly.  My 
latest amp romance is with a brand new Fender Hot Rod Deluxe -- sheôs a 
screamer.

On primary musical influences:

Joan Armatrading -- numero uno influence.
Rickie Lee Jones -- poetry in motion
Joni Mitchell  -- writer wondress
Peter Gabriel  -- simply divine
Pink Floyd -- Gilmore guitar heaven
Oh yeah, and Rick Springfield.

I listen to jazz on the radio mostly, but my latest favorite artist is Imogene 
Heap. She rocks.

On growing up/family life:

I grew up in Albuquerque, NM, Lawrenceville, NJ, Manhattan, and 
Madison, WI. My family life was alienating and splintered. Many divorces, 
lots of silence, tremendous independence. I like everyone in my family. 
Theyôre good people. But theyôre not the most emotionally nurturing clan 
Iôve ever met. Therefore, I have a definite need to kick and scream a bit to 
be heard.

On cats:

My most favorite feline...is the ever sexy, ever independent, ever 
elusive Ms. Stinkles Magillacutty...otherwise known as Zephyr.  
Sheôs 10 pounds of pure fluffy big momma lovinô!
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